PROGRAM
16" INTERNATIONAL CIRCULAR ECONOMY CONFERENCE

Circular Bioeconomy: Driving Regional Transformation and Resilient Economies

Wednesday, 5" November 2025 | Environmental Campus Birkenfeld

08:00 Registration

Welcome Addresses & Keynotes

Session Moderator: Prof. Dr. Peter Heck

09:00 Welcome Address

’ Prof. Dr. Peter Heck, Managing Director, Institute for Applied Material Flow Management (IfaS)
09:05 Welcome Address

' Prof. Dr. Henrik te Heesen, Vice-President, Trier University of Applied Sciences
09:10 Welcome Address

’ Mohamed Yeslem Filali, Ministry of Economy and Finance Mauritania
09:15 Economics of Circular Economy: Examples from the regional bioeconomy

’ Prof. Dr. Peter Heck, Managing Director, Institute for Applied Material Flow Management (IfaS)
09:40 Local Innovation: Circular Bioeconomy for Climate-Resilient Municipalities

Michael Maas, Mayor of the City of Pirmasens

10:00 Break

Circular Bioeconomy in Transition: Finance, Governance and Regional Practice

Session Moderator: Dr. Felix Flesch
Financing Resilience: Strategic Investments for Circular Bioeconomy under Global Constraints

10:30
Dr. Thomas Koch, Director Strategic Projects, DEG - Deutsche Investitions- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft mbH
10:45 Empowering Cities for Sustainability: Strategies for Kinshasa and Beyond
’ Léon Mulumba, Provincial Minister for Urban Development and Environment, Kinshasa, DR Congo
11:00 Circular Bioeconomy Transformation: Decarbonisation Strategies for Industry and Municipalities
' Marco Angilella, Co-Head - International Project Management, Institute for applied Material Flow Management (IfaS)
11:15 Sustainable fishing: A vision of the Peruvian Industrial fishery

Luis Fernando Miranda del Solar, Corporate Head of Research and Development, AUSTRAL GROUP S.A.A

Circular Pathways: Next Practice Applications

Session Moderator: Dr. Felix Flesch

Circularity Indicators of Unlimited Green Energy (UGE) in the Context of the Energy Transition

11:30
Dr. Thomas Noll, Director, UGE PLC - Unlimited Green Energy
11:45 Desert-Based Biomass: Unlocking Resilience through Circular Bioeconomy
' Prof. Dr. Peter Heck, Managing Director, Institute for Applied Material Flow Management (IfaS)
12:00 From Waste to Resource: Seawater Brine Valorisation for Resilient Coastal Bioeconomies

Basel Abusharkh, CEO, Osmosys Technologies

12:15 - 14:15 Lunch Break



Innovative Circular Bioeconomy in Practice: Regional and Industrial Transformation

Session Moderator: Mr. Marco Angilella

14:15

14:30

14:45

15:00

15:15

15:30

15:45

Smart Water Solutions: Enabling Circularity through Efficient Treatment
Douglas Espin, CERAFILTEC Germany GmbH

Decarbonizing the Giants: Tackling Building-Related CO, Emissions in the World’s Megacities
Michael Ruhl, CEO, RUHL TecConsult GmbH

Organic Hydrogen from Biogenic Waste: Decentralized, CO,-Negative Energy for Climate-Positive Regions
Rolf Schmitt, CEO, bhyo GmbH

Simultaneous production of fresh water and electricity via multistage solar photovoltaic membrane distillation
Thomas Freyberg & Andreas Gisch, CO-Founders, pv-contracting 0.U.

From Waste to Value: Decentralized Biogas Solutions for Municipal and Regional Circular Transformation
Philipp Senner, Head of Business Development, OEKOBIT GmbH

Circular Water Management in the Bioeconomy: Practical Solutions for Energy Efficiency and Regional Transformation
Dr. Tobias Knaf, Global Application Manager Waste Water, Aerzener Maschinenfabrik GmbH

Break

Empowering Circular Bioeconomy: Education, Research and Global Partnerships

Session Moderator: Dr. Ranahansa Dasenayke

16:00

16:15

16:30

16:45

17:00

17:15

17:20

Training Hub for Renewable Energy Technologies in Sri Lanka (THREE Lanka)
Dr. Kumara Jayawickrama, Department of Mechanical Engineering, SLIIT - Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology, Sri Lanka

The EIT Higher Education Initiative Projekt "ZEUUS": Zero Emissions Entrepreneurship for Universal Sustainability
Breandan Goss, Senior Innovation and Accelerator Manager, Trinity College Dublin, the University of Dublin, Ireland

Travelling University Goes to Japan: Advancing Circular Economy through Binational Education and Practice
Prof. Dr. Faezeh Mahichi, College of Asia Pacific Studies, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan

From Linear to Circular: Microlearning Activities on Circular Economy for Engineering Undergraduates
Dr. Umawathy Techanamurthy, Senior, LecturerFaculty of Engineering and Built Environment, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

Leading by Example: the IMAT international university network for Circular Economy
Dr.-Ing. Ranahansa Dasanayake, Academic Program Coordinator of IMAT Education Programme, Institute for applied Material Flow Management (IfaS)

Closing Remarks

Closure

_ This programme is preliminary. Speakers and presentation titles are not yet finally confirmed (TBC)



